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NEIRSTS" IN TERRE HAUTE DADDIANA m, y Ibrary 
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first male child born in Terre Haute was William Earle. 

first female child born in Terre Haute was Mary McFadden in 1818, 

first fort -- Fort Harrison built in the autumn of 1811 by former Governor of 
Indiana, William Henry Harrison now General Harrison, Total cost $297.67. 

first sermon preached in Terre Haute was in 1812, when it was just a settlement, 
John Stamper, chaplain of the Kentucky Volunteers was the preacher, 

first postmaster of Fort Harrison was Curtis Gilbert in 1815, 

first postmaster of Terre Haute was John M. Coleman in 1817. 

first grist mill was built by Major Markle on Otter Creek in 1816, 

first sale of lots began October 21, 1816, 

first plat of Terre Haute was recorded October 25, 1816. 

first log house erected in Terre Haute was that of Dr. C.e B, Modesitt who came 
to Terre Haute in 1816, 

first newspaper published in Terre Haute was the "Terre Haute Register and 
General Advertiser" edited and published by John W. Osborn. 

first market house was situated in the center of Market Street, just south of 
the intersection with Ohio Street, 

first ferry was established by Dr. C. Be Modisett and James Farrington, Esq. 
first burying ground was on the square east of 6th Street between Main and Ohio. 
first law office in Terre Haute was opened by Nathaniel Huntington. 

first physician in Terre Haute was Dr. C. B, Modesitt, 

first mayor was Elijah Tillotson of the town of Terre Haute and was elected 1838, 
first carriage was brought here by the father of George B. Richardson in 1816, 
first tavern or hotel was built June, 1817 at First and Main and was later known 
as the sagle and Lion Hotel, 

first breweries: Imbree's Brewery at Seventh and the Canal. Easton's Brewery 
at First and Wabash Streets and Magget's Brewery at Ninth and Poplar Streets, 
first street opened was Ohio Street, 

first toll collector at the Main Street bridge was John Loudgon. 

first Terre Haute orchestra was Gregg & Glazier, of two instruments, 

first jail was built in 1818, 

first school was in 1819, 

first. public library (of a sort) 1822, 

first steamboat arrived in Terre Haute in the Spring of 1822, It was the 
"Florence" under the command of Captain Donne of Louisville. 

first frame house was built by Curtis Gilbert Esq., in 1818 on the corner of 
Ohio and Second Streets. 

first court house erected on the public square was begun in 1819 and finished 
in AB2a, 

first census was taken in 1829 (October 9) by Charles T., Noble, 

first pork packing plant was established by Benjamin Gilman in 1824., 

first Presbyterian Church of Terre Haute was organized in 1828, and the First 
Presbyterian Church at Seventh and Mulberry was built between 1863 and 1866. 
first church erected was on the lots donated by the Terre Haute Company on the 
corner of Fourth and Poplar Streets. It was built by the Methodists in 1833. 
first mayor of the city of Terre Haute was William K, Edwards, slected May 30, 
1853 — In April, 1853, Terre Haute was incorporated as a city under the laws of 
the state enacted in 1852. Terre Haute was founded in 1816 the same year that 


Indiana was admitted to the Union. The County seat -~ Vigo County. 


first bank ~ State Bank chartered in the winter of 1833-34 on Ohio Street west 
of Third Street, 

Congregational Church was first organized December 30, 1834. Their first church 
was built in 1837. 

First Baptist Church was organized in 1836 between Fifth and Sixth Streets on 
Cherry Street and later built a church at Sixth and Walnut Streets, 

first Catholic Church was built in 1837 on the west side of Fifth Street between 
Ohio and Walnut Streets, It was name St. Joseph. 

first Christian Church in Terre Haute located on the east side of south Fourth 
between Ohio and Walnut Streets and organized on June 28, 1841. 


The 


The 


The 


The 


The 


The 
The 


The 
The 
The 
The 


The 


The 


The 
The 


The 


The 


The 


The 
The 


EA 
first draw-bridge, built on Ohio Street was finished January, 1847 at a cost of 
$10,000, 00 
first fire company was organized in 1847 or 1848, Melville D, Topping was the 
captain. 


first sheriff was appointed March 21, 1818 and the first constable elected after 
Terre Haute became a city in 1838. 

first wagon bridge erected on Ohio Street was opened to the public December 25, 
1846 (Christmas Day) at a cost of $11,000.00. 

first Railroad opened February, 1852 and the first president of the Terre Haute 
Richmond Railroad was Chauncey Rose, 

first Railroad Station was located on the south side of Wabash at 10th Street, 
first election was held May 30, 1853, This election occurred after Terre Haute 
was incorporated a City in April, 1853. 

first city directory was published in 1858. 

first gas was produced and placed in use in the City, September, 1856, 

first telegraph line was installed in Terre Haute in 1859 by O'Reilly & Company, 
first Water Company (Terre Haute Water Works) organized in 1871 ~ Plant and 
distribution started operation in 1873. 

first telephone of a sort installed in 1881 on the upper floor at 6th and Main 
Streets (Wabash Avenue), Citizens Telephone Company installed a number of phones 
in April, 1901. Later Citizens merged with the General Telephone Company of 
Indiana, Inc. (December, 1956), 

first sanitation was organized about 1882 by Dr. L. J. ‘iilliam, and was located 
at the comer of Second and Mulberry Streets. 

first county agricultural society was organized October 1, 1858. 

first frame public bath house was erected in 1865 near the east end of the Terre 
Haute House (Prairie House then and located at Seventh and Main Streets). 

first ark lamp (carbon) 1885 - The first incandescent lighting customer was 
connected in 1887, 

first hospital was opened by two Sister's of St, Francis at Second and Mulberry 
Streets in July, 1882 — previously Chauncy Rose started a small hospital, but 
this was of short duration. 

first "four cornered track" made Terre Haute track world famous in 1886, Con- 
tained 54 acres donated by heirs of Benjamin McKeen, Nancy Hanks, Axtell, 
Axworthy, General Watts and scores of horses made track history, Axtell's Terre 
Haute record for three year olds 2,12 in 1889 stood for 17 years. 

first baseball team in 1891 in the Northwestern League. 

first export from Terre Haute was perhaps a cargo of furs, but first and most 
important one to the early settler was a cargo of corn. 


Terre Haute got its first street railway during the 1880's, 


The 
The 
The 


The 


first interurban service began in 1902. 

first Rural Free Delivery Service was first introduced in Terre Haute about 1878, 
first liasonic Lodge, Terre Haute Lodge No. 19 - 1819; Knights of Pythias, Occid- 
ental Lodge No, 18 - January, 1872 and Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Vigo 
Encampment ~ July 10, 1849, 

first opera house in Terre Haute opened in 1870 (Naylor's). 


Normal School (Indiana State University) opened in 1870 - "Terre Haute School of 
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Industrial Science", Rose Polytechnic Institute founded in 1874, 

first automobile in Terre Haute appeared in 1900 and owned by C, N, McConnell. 
first Johnson Outboard motor was built in Terre Haute in 1908, 

first monoplane was built in Terre Haute by Louis J. Johnson on South 7th Street. 
The first flight for about 300 yards was shortly after 5:00 a.m. on Tuesday, 
August 8, 1911, 

first municipal stadium was built in 1925 at a cost of $450,000.00 and stands on 
the original race track grounds. (Wabash Avenue at Brown Avenue) 

first radio station known as WRPI (Rose Polytechnic Institute) began operation 
June 15, 1927 and in 1928 changed to WBOW (Banks of Wabash). 
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first Mmicipal Airport, South Seventh Street and Davis Avenue was dedicated in 
May, 1922, Later in 1931 the city called it Paul Cox Field, Terre Haute's 
Municipal airport now is Hulman Field, east on Highway 42 end Paul Cox Field was 
leased until 1964 when purchased by the Vigo County School Corporation in June 
to build a high school, Hulman Field was dedicated October 3, 1944 and the first 
terminal building dedicated November 29, 1953. The 113th Air National Guard 
Squadron, one of three making up the 122nd Indiana Wing, established its head- 
quarters east of Hulman Field on September 1, 1954, and its $3 million instal- 
lation was dedicated in November, 1955, Late in 1964 installation of a North 
American Sir Defense Command (NORAD) costing $2 million plus was realized, 

first Terre Hautean to make a long trip via TWA plane from Hulman Field July 1l, 
1942 — Mrs, Hazel Dodge Turman, 

first Pilot's Association in Terre Haute was organized in 1947. 

first tractor powered airplane was first built in Terre Haute by Gus Riggs in 
1913. 

first skyscraper built in Terre Haute - Sycamore Building, 12-21 South 6th Street 
has 12 stories of office space and built in 1923 by the Citizens Trust Company. 
first art gallery - Swope Art Gallery, 25 South Seventh Street had its formal 
opening March 23, 1942. 

first television station in Terre Haute began operation on July 22, 1954 at 918 
Ohio Street (WTHI.) 

first museum opened May 11, 1958 - Historical Museum of the Wabash Valley 
located at the corner of Sixth Street and ashington Street, 

first antique car museum, Early Wheels Museum, opened September 22, 1962, a 
collection of Mr, Anton Hulman's, at 823 Wabash Avenue, During the week-end of 
the opening Terre Haute hosted the antique car tour of Indiana with a gala cele- 
bration, 

first one-stop shopping area - Meadows Center, located Twenty-fifth Street and 
Ohio Boulevard - the first shopping center in the nation to offer escalator 
service, has a 1,500 car parking space and originally 33 tenants occupy the 

two floor area. A ten year dream of D., C. Johnson and developed by the Newlin- 
Johnson Development Company, 

first sewage plant started operation August, 1963, a multi-million.dollar sewage 
treatment plant located Prairieton and Margaret Avenues and south on Highway 63. 
Terre Haute Chamber of Commerce, Inc. celebrated its Golden Anniversary May 15, 
1963 at the Deming Hotel, This wes the annual meeting and golden anniversary 
coins were given each member attending, The Terre Haute Chamber of Commerce 
received its charter October 11, 1913 and Incorporated in July, 1958. 

first Interstate Highway (70) began construction summer of 1964 across southern 
edge of city, 

first University in Terre Haute - Indiana State College gained this status 
through a bill presented to the 1965 Indiana State Legislature and signed by 
Governor Roger D. Branigin February 8, 1965 - effective immediately, 

first airline hostess - Ellen Church Marshall, in America lived in Terre Haute 
until her accidental death August 27, 1965. Mrs. Marshall began May 15, 1930 
as a registered nurse and stewardess on a Boeing 80 airplane between San 
Francisco and Chicago. Former administrator at Union Hospital until her 
retirement Januery, 1965, 


Prepared February 24, 1959 - Other revisions made since 
Courtesy Terre Haute Chamber of Commerce, Inc, 
References: "Wabash Valley Remembers" 


"Greater Terre Haute and Vigo County" 
Newspaper clipping and brochures 
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AEN ARE DOING—FEDER 


FIRST CUSTOMER AT THE NEW AIRPORT HERE, 


Mrs. Haze! Dodge Turman, first! 
Terre Hautean to make a round ! 
trip via TWA plane from Hulman 
Field. receives her ticket from For- 
‘est’ Bahr, passenger agent, as her 
husband, W. T. Turman, looks on. 
Mr. Turman, curator of the Swope 
Art Gallery, has given her ticket | 
stub, baggage checks, and flight) 
stickers to the Fairbanks Memorial 
Library for the Terre Haute “firsts” 
collection. 

The trip began with the first 
eastbound flight from the field to 
Reading, Pa., and ended with her| 
arrival home during the past ae | 
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Stay July 4, 1954. 


More First and Oldest Ji 
Things in Terre Haute 


By A. R. Markle. 
IN WRITING history one of the, 
| first things one learns is that, 
you can not always trust the 
printed page. 

One historian, writing of In-| 
diana, told of the opening of the 
town on the Wa- 
bash in 1816, and 
of the sale- on 
the first day of 
21,000 lots. As a 
matter of fact 
the figure was 
correct, but it 
referred to the 
dollars, instead 
of the lots, for 
the first sale of 
lots in Terre 
Haute on Oct. 
30 and 31 in 1816, 
brought in antici- 
pated book fig- 
ures of $21,000. 
te : Í Much of this, 
A. R. MARKLE, however, was 

merely recorded 
on the books for the terms of 
the sale allowed the purchaser 
to make two payments. One 
payment was made after 12 
months and the second payment 
after another 12 months had 
elapsed. 

These sales were what we now 
call conditional sales for the pro- 
prietors did not own a square foot 
of the land and they would not 
obtain title from the government 
until they had paid in full; in 
many cases this would be four 
years off. So the purchaser was 
given a bond by the company in- 
suring him a deed to the property 
when he had paid for it and 
the company received the patent. 
The purchaser reciprocated by 
giving a bond to the company in- 
suring fulfillment of his contract. 

Many of these bonds or con- 
tracts are in the Indiana State Li- 
brary for a large collection of 
early documents, tax books, cash 
books and other early material 
was sold to the library many 
years ago. 

The Earliest Date. 


In the New Hope cemetery, lo- 
cally famous because of Sheet 
Totem Pole, is a stone in memory 


| of Deborah Malcom who was 


born two hundred years ago ac- 
cording to the inscription on her 
tombstone. The first burying 
ground in Vigo county has been 
recorded as the Denny cemetery 
in which there is a stone telling 
of a burial there in 1812; this is 
fictional because the occupant 
was killed at the fort in 1812 and 
certainly the body would not 
‘have been taken several miles 
for burial. Early burials in Terre 
|l Haute were on the site of the 
Beach block on the east side of | 


Sixth street from the alley to’ 


Ohio street. Remains were found 
of early burials on the east side 
of Sixth street near Walnut when 
the first gas pipes were laid in 
1857. Remains were also found on 
the east side of Sixth street when 
the first water pipes were laid 
in 1870. Numerous graves were 
uncovered when the first buildings 
of the Root Store on Ohio street 


and the Congregatoinal Church | 


were built. 
The Gas Company. 


A franchise for the first gas 
company was granted in 1856 but 
for some reason, probably lack of 
capital, the company was unable 
to fulfill its obligations to lay a 
certain number of feet of pipe on 
time and another franchise was 
given later. The first plant of the 
company was on the west side of 
Sixth street with its holder about 
one hundred feet north of the 
canal. The oldest structure belong- 
ing to the gas company is the 
holder at the Water street plant 
which, at one time, around 1875, 
was the largest in the state. The 
original holder had a capacity of 
25,000 feet and the newspaper re- 
porter of that day said that would 
be sufficient for a large city. At 
the present time there are many 
customers who use more than 
that muth gas in a single day. 


The First Water Company. 


Back in the 1840s the growing 
town felt the need of a water 
supply and employed an engineer 
to survey the possibilities of ob- 
taining water from the little 
stream which flows through Dem- 
ing Park. 

A dam was to be erected and 
water conveyed to the town 
through wooden pipes so that the 
cisterns provided for fire protec- 
tion might be kept filled. These 
cisterns made of wooden timbers 
were located in the street of each 
corner of the public square and 
were kept filled by water hauled 
from the river. The first fire com- 
panies maintained a fierce rival- 
ry to see who could be first to put 
water on the fire; it was hinted 
rather broadly that one of the 
companies which was consistently 
the first to arrive at a fire knew 
in advance where the fire was to 
occur. This was, of course, de- 
nied. These companies were dis- 
tinguished by their fantastic 
names such as Northern Liber- 
ties, The Resolute, The Eagle and 
other names. Some of them had 
a slogan or motto, one of which 
was “Fear not we come.” The 
Northern Liberties building is 
still standing at Sycamore and 
Lafayette but the other early fire 
companies, all volunteers, were 
located in what is now an alley 
running west from Fourth street 


first test of the Water Works was 
on Aug. 14, 1873, but they failed 
to méet the test required which 
was to throw several streams to 
the spire of the Congregational | 
Church where the Deming Hotel 
now stands. 
The Fire Alarm System. 

The first fire alarm over the 
new. system was on October 24, 
1872, when box fifteen at Seventh 
and Eagle was pulled. The bell on 
the Congregational Church sound- 
ed and the reel from Ninth street 
arrived in three minutes; a half- 
minute later the Fourth street en- 
gine arrived and in four minutes 
the Lafayette street engine was 
at the scene. s 

Oldest Business Block. 

The oldest building. still occu- 
| pied for business purposes is old 
| Union Row on the north side of 
‘Wabash between Fourth street 


and the alley on the west. This 
was occupied in the fall of 1850. 


Oldest Name on Main. 


Charles Smith of Vincennes | 


opened a store here before 1830 
and in time his son, Christian C. 
Smith, became the owner of the 
firm and he was survived by, 
Nicholas Smith. The first location 
of this firm was the building now 
occupied by the Smith-Alsop 
Company on the north side of 
Wabash east of First street. 
From this location they moved 
to the southeast corner of Third 
and Main where the name has 
continued for more than a cen- 
tury and a quarter. The present 
firm has no member named 
Smith, It is the firm’s proud boast 
that for over a century they have 
been opposite the courthouse. 
They fail to take into account 
that there was no courthouse on 
the public square for more than 
twenty years from 1867 when 
courts were first held on the 
northeast corner of Third and 
Ohio until they moved into the 
present building in 1887. 1 


First Catholic Service. 


In 1837 only eight members of 
the Catholic faith were recorded 
here. Mass. was first offered at! 
the northwest corner of Third | 
and Main streets where now 
stands the Shandy Building. At 
the first dedication of St. Joseph’s 
Church the pastor in charge 
thanked the good people of Terre 
Haute for their help in contribut- 
ing to the erection of the first 
Catholic Church in Terre Haute. 
The first priest of St. Joseph’s 
parish was Father Simon Petit 
Lalumiere. He was no stranger 
to Terre Haute for he traveled 
up and down the canal when it 
was being built; shocked by the 
wild intemperance of the Irish 
laborers, he established many 
Father Matthew Societies. He 
spent many years here and his 
death was recorded by a Catholic 
historian who saw the tomb stone 
in the basement but did not know 
that his will had been recorded 
more than a week before the date 
there given. There was another 


h record of his death in the old| 
‘between Walnut and Ohio. The |j book at the Markle mill in which 
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there were three items at one 
dollar each; a corresponding en- 
try made by Fred Markle who 
ran the mill read—‘‘a priest, he 
is dead—three dollars.” as 


School Buildings. — 


The oldest school building still 
standing is at the southwest cor- 
ner of Third and Locust streets. 
It is doubtful if there is anyone 
still alive who attended school 
there. The last teacher there was 
Peter B. O’Reilly. One morning 
as he called the classes to order 
he announced that they were to 
gather up their books and other 
possessions and march double file 
to the new school. This building 
which was their new school has 
been doubled in size and sold to 
the congregation of St. George’s 
Orthodox Church. = p 
-Next week we will start with 
the early banks, their kers, 
their locations ind th 
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By A. R. Markle. | 


I was born in Bowling Green, 
Clay county, on Nov. 24, 1869, on | 
my mother’s thirtieth birthday. | 
My parents, to whom this a novel- | 
ty extolled my personality in let- 
ters to my maternal grandpar- 
ents. My father was particularly 
proud at the moment of writing, 
but on the morning when I gave 
him that letter, seemed to have | 
lost his enthusiasm for he merely | 
grunted, put it in his pocket, and 
I never saw it again. 

Should I, in the course of this | 
paper further offend the dis- | 
criminating listener by compari- | 
sons involving the use of that 
peculiar letter known in various 
languages as “‘h,” “aitch” and 
“haitch,” I hope that they are not 


‘too greatly offended, for I can- 


not reconcile the sounding of the 
aspirate at one time treating it 
as a vowel and at another as a 
consonant. 

We do not say “an hatrack,” 
“an heaven,” or “an huge ar- 
ticle’ nor do we speak of “an 
high temperature” or of “an hot 
day.” Yet a particularly edu- 
cated person insists on saying ‘‘an 
heroic act and ‘‘an historic docu- 


iment”? and will not follow con- | 


sistently throughout the alphabet. 

Therefore, believe it or not, I 
shall continue to violate certain 
rules and regulations against 
which I rebel. 


Genesis. . 

When I was born only two of 
our present utilities existed in 
Terre Haute. They were the 
horse drawn street-cars that had 
been in operation for only two 
years and the flickering gas lamp 
which illuminated our streets at 
night and was only 13 years old. 
The heavy industries of Terre 
Haute, the saw mill, the foun- 
dries, the steamboats, the canals 
and the railroads were no novelty. 

The Vigo County Iron Company 
was organized in 1869. As it was 
organized by three members of 
the Crawford family, it may have 
been the company which later 
operated the blast furnaces in the 
southeast part of town. We have 
no other information on it except 
of the organizers. These were 
A. L. Crawford, John M. Craw- 
ford, A. J. Crawford, S. W. 
Phelps, Chauncey Rose, Alex- 
ander McGregor and D. W. Min- 
shall. The Crawfords came here 
from Pennsylvania and were of | 
an old iron maker’s family. 
Through the whole life of the 
family here some member was 
always connected with the iron 
business. ` | 
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Some Terre Haute F irsts and What 


—— 


1 FT 
S Early History Did To Them 


In 1875 the city of Terre Haute 
started the construction of their 
first sewer. This was laid in the 
‘bed of the old Wabash and Erie 
| Canal. It extended from the river 
lat the foot of Mulberry street, 
¿east and north to parallel the 
railroad, to Ninth street, thence 
in a broad curve through the 
. depot grounds, south through the 
lalley which we now call Ninth 
| and One-half street, and termin- 
ated at Chestnut. Small exten- 
tions were built on some of the 
cross streets but it was several 
years before it was extended to 
| reach the business section. 
| The Water Works system was 
| organized here March 7, 1871, 
with Alexander McGregor, Linus 
A. Burnett, D. W. Minshall, John 
S. Beach, William E. Hendrick, 
j John H. O’Boyle, William B. 
Tuell, Preston Hussey and Cham- 
bers Y. Patterson as directors. 
These men were all prominent 
citizens of Terre Haute, well to 
do men, and civic minded. This 
was a far-seeing adventure and 
followed an effort made years 
before to produce an efficient 
water supply not only for fire 
protection but also for the gen- 
eral use of the public as well. 

Alex McGregor had gained 
his wealth as owner and operator 
of our first large distillery. Linus 
: A. Burnett was a pioneer leather 
merchant and John H. O’Boyle 
was not only a dealer in leather 
but also carried on a wholesale 
business of shoes. D. W. Min- 
shall was a banker, a merchant, 
and had much to do with the 
early history of the E.&T.H. Rail- 
road. John S. Beach was one of 
the organizers of the Prairie 
City Bank and had other banking 
interests as well, He was the 
builder of the Beach Block which 
fronted on Sixth street from Ohio 
street to the alley north as well 
as other real estate and buildings 
throughout the city. William E. 
Hendrich was an attorney who 
i founded the Hendrich Abstract 
‘Company and also owned some 
property in the city. William B. 
Tuell came here from Worthing- 
ton where he had been engaged 
in the lumber business in the 
canal days. In 1857 he built the 
building which has just been 
vacated by E. I. Bolson Hard- 
‘ware on South Fourth street 
which is now faced with demo- 


lition and fated to become a; 


parking lot. Strange as it may 
‘seem, it is the newest of all the 
buildings between Ohio and Wa- 
bash on the west side of Fourth 
street. etc’! 


Preston Hussey who was head 
of the ‘National State Bank then 
at the southwest corner of Fifth 
and Main lived at the northwest 
corner of Seventh and Mulberry 
is a home protected by two stone 
lions that guarded the entrance. 
A few of his descendants extend 
from Massachusetts to Califor- 
nia. Chambers Y. Patterson was 
a famous attorney and a brother 
of Judge Demas Deming’s wife. 
They were incorporated for $200,- 
000.00 which was sufficient to 
start the present Water Works. 
Corporation. This has increased 
to the present capital stock of 
$846,000 and bond issues of $2,- 
826,000.000. From the two small 
pumps that this boy saw as' their 
first equipment their plant is now 
able to pump 38,000,000 gallon of 
water per day. 

A Furniture Factory. 

In August of 1871. the Terre 
Haute Furniture Association was 
organized with S. K. Allen, Ferdi- 
nand G. Koch, John Schneider 
and W. Frederick Otte as direc- 
tors. No Allens survived but a 
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grandson of Wiliam Frederic 


Otte is now with the Merchant’s 
National Bank. The factory was 


| Second and Cruft streets and car- 
ried on for many years. 

Two years before I was born 
the old seminary had been de- 
molished and work begun on the 
Indiana State Normal Building. I 
witnessed the destruction of that 
building by fire in 1888 and have 
seen its successor follow in its 
wake. School was open in 1870 
and in 1882 I entered the Terre 
Haute High School which occupied 
ipart of the original building. 
| Very few of the present day peo- 
ple in Terre Haute can go back 
in their memory to the begin- 
nings of the present Institution 
which succeeded the old Normal. 


Also in 1871 one of the first of 
the many military companies 
which followed the Civil War, the 
Prairie City Guards, was incor- 
porated here. In the next ten 
years a half dozen other such 
companies were organized. | 

In April of 1872 the old Terre 
Haute Express became a corpora- 
tion. The paper had been pub- 
lished by various owners and 
editors for more than 20 years. | 
‘The first directors were O. J. 
‘Smith, S. R. Henderson and 
‘Charles H. Allen. Major O. J. 
Smith was connected with sev- 
eral newspapers either as founder | 
or operatur but he sold out his 
interests a few years later’ and. 
moved to Chicago where he be- 
came not only famous but rich 
through what was known in 
newspaper parlance as ‘‘boiler- 
plate or patent insides.” This 
was very early if not the first 
production of stereotype material 
which appeared in many of the | 
newspapers of the day. A sub- 
scriber to his organization had | 
the inside pages of his paper all 
ready for the press and he was) 
spared the expense of type set- 
ters and writers. 

The Vigo Car Company was in-| 
corporated in October of 1873 by, 
Josephus Collett, William R. Mc- 
Keen, and D. W. Minshall. I have 
no further information. — 

The Wabash Iron Company was 
organized in November of 1872 
by D. W. Minshall, J. B. Hager, 
Frank Paddock, A. L. Crawford, 
H. A. Crawford, W. Patterson, 


and A. J. Crawford. 


‘built at the northeast corner of | 


e original bridge over the 
Wabash River is located at the 
foot of Ohio street but the later 
covered bridge at the foot of 
Wabash. When the state road 
was built to Indianapolis in 1821, 
it followed the same route from 
the hills east of the city but in- 
stead of making a turn or bend 
between Eighth and Ninth streets 
it countined its line across the 
lands of Chauncey Rose and con- 
tinued to its terminis ‘‘at the inter- 
section of Fifth and Ohio streets’ 
in the town of Terre Haute.” 

After Chauncey Rose bought the 
land that the road crossed be-. 
tween Thirteenth and Seventh | 
streets he built a fence so as to 
throw the travel down Wabash 
Avenue so that the travel would 
pass his Prairie House. 

Even earlier than this in 1827 
when the surveyors laid out the | 
National Road .they also turned | 
west on Main street intending to | 
build a bridge at the point where 
the crossing is now made. So 
when the covered bridge was 
built the high grade across the 
bottoms which had been built to 
reach the Ohio street bridge was 
turned to reach the new bridge. 

When funds were not available 
to raise the grade above high 
water mark, it was finally built 
by the Drawbridge Company. 
This was done after the county 
had permitted an extesion of the 
toll bridge to include the grade 
and an increase in the toll rates 
to cover the expense. The toll 
gate at the west end of the grade 
was avoided by many farmers 
by using the wagon grade along 
the north side of the grade and 
then either paying the lower toll 
or on occasion fording the river 
when it was at a low stage. 

Finally in March of 1874 the 
Terre Haute Draw Bridge Com- 
pany sold all of its interest to 
the county commissioners and the 
toll was then abolished. 


The Telephone Comes. 


In June of 1877 I witnessed an 
exhibition of the telephone over 
a wire extending from the curb- 
ing at the southwest corner of 
Fifth and Main to the top of the 
roof of a building at the southeast 


corner of the alley at Fifth and | 


Wabash. The participants in this 


venture were two men whose only | 


equipment were two telephone re- 


ceivers and a coil of wire. During. 


a dull period when the on-lookers 
failed to carry on with their 
nickels the wonderful exhibit of 
the electric telephone I demon- 
strated that it would work by 
talking to the man of _ the roof 
while he talked back g me. A 
year or so later the tele 


phones 


began coming into Terre Haute 


for private use. There are notes 

|in the newspapers to the effect 
that Mr. Fairbanks was going to 
install a pair of them to com- 
municate between his office and 
the distillery. The Fifth Ward 
School at Twelfth and Chestnut 
was to have one in each room 
so that the principal could talk 
| to each of the teachers. 


In May of 1880 as I sat in num- 


| ber Seven of the old Sixth Ward 


School in no mood for study or 
attention to my school-mates I 
happened to see a new building 
being built on top of the old Bun- 
tin Drug corner at Sixth and Wa- 
bash, With my curiousity excited 
I climbed the stairs one Satur- 
day and was told by the workmen 
that they were building a tele- 
phone exchange, their particular 
work being to fetch the wires 
from this building down to a 
lower floor. From this building 
on the roof, which I would now 
| term a pent house, wires were 
| to be run out to points in the 
town where the telephone hung 
on the wall and would communi- 
cate with the switchboard down- 


stairs. A few months later I was 


timber 6, 1953. 


—— 
a member of the telephone di- 


rector service. My job was to- 


tack on the wall beside the tele- 
phone of each subscriber a list 
of the subscribers taken from the 
newspapers. It was not important 


that the subscribers use the num- ~ 


bers for every one in town in» 
cluding the operator, Will Ripley, 


knew the number of every sub- 


scriber. 

The incorporators of this com- 
pany were Herman Hulman, 
Frank McKeen, John O. Williams, 
and Edward Norcross. The latter 
was the Western Union manager. 
Since he was in such close touch 
with the telegraph company he 
was supposed to be the most logi- 
cal candidate for managing the 
affair. In twenty years the com- 
pany increased its list of mem- 
bers to a little more than four 
hundred but opposition came 
from an independent company 
which guaranteed that there 
would be no rental charge until 
they had eight hundred instru- 
ments in use. 

With the incoming industry, the 


telephone, my field had widened 


and my inquiring mind awakened. 
| The next ten years produced un- 
l heard of activities in Terre 
| Haute. i 


| 


Í 
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Terre Haute To Indianapolis 
Road Started In Eighteen Twenty-One 


By A. R. Markle. 

In 1911 we celebrated the hun- 
dredth anniversary of the Battle 
of Fort Harrison. 

In 1916 we celebrated, in a small 
way, the centennial of the found- 
ing of Terre Haute. Many indi- 
i viduals, clubs, associations and 
other organizations contributed 
money for the celebration, but it 
failed to attract any notable atten- 
ition. An extensive program had 
been prepared but the papers of 
the day would not indicate it had 
been a notable celebration. 

In March of 1818 Terre Haute 
was chosen as the county seat and 
the first official work of the county 
was recorded in the records of the 
recorder’s office, the clerk’s of- 
fice, the Circuit Court records and 
these still exist. No attempt was 
made to celebrate the anniversary 
and it received but little attention 
by any of the civic bodies. 

In 1821 a survey was started to 
build a state road between Terre 
Haute and the contemplated capi- 
tal of Indianapolis. In October, 
1827, the surveyors, who were lay- 
ing out the Cumberland road be- 
tween Indianapolis and Vandalia, 
passed through Terre Haute. 

In 1822 the steamboat, Florence, 
opened the river traffic for Terre 
Haute. 

The First Newspaper. 

In July, 1823, the first issue of 
the Western Register, Terre Haute 
Advertiser, appeared on the street. 

In 1834 the Branch Bank of the 
State of Indiana was established! 
and in 1836 they erected a build- 
ing on Ohio street opposite the 
courthouse, now known as Memo- 
rial Hall. 

In 1835 through traffic from the 
east reached Terre Haute but only 
¡under great difficulty, as construc- 
ition was still going on. 


tion. 


; arrived in Terre Haute, signaling, 


As the town of Terre Haute was 
dependent on the stages and freight 
wagons who brought in settlers 
and freight from the eastern ports, 
and the steamboat traffic which 
plied between the town and such 
remote points as Pittsburgh and 
New Orleans and the planned canal 
would not touch Terre Haute, plans 
were made and some construction 
work done on the Cross Cut Canal, 
which was intended to meet the 
Central Canal at Point Commerce, 
near Worthington and the White| 
River. 4 è { 

With the failure of the Central 
Canal projects and the extension 
of the main canal to Lafayette and 
its further extension along the 
Wabash to Terre Haute, resulted 
in the completion and operation of 
the Cross Cut Canal. 


First Canal Boats. 


Neither the occasion of the ar-| 
rival of the first boat from thej 
north or from the east was cele-į 
brated, but these occurred about 
1840. | 

In 1838, telegraphic communica-' 
tion was established between inj 
cinnati and St. Louis, by way of 
Terre Haute over the O’Riley’s sys- 
tem. 

The presidential campaign of 
1840 aroused great enthusiasm be- 
cause of the “Tippecanoe and Ty- 
ler, too” which involved General 
Harrison. 

In 1849 the first of our gold| 
seekers started for California and! 
in March, 1850, Francis Hulman; 
and his partner, John B. Ludowici, į 


|} 


the birth of the establishment of 
Hulman & Co. The day of their! 
arrival marked the demolition of 
Dutch Row anda week later ex- 
cavation started, for the erection 
of Union Row,, which still stands 


In 1837 plans were made for|'on the north side of Wabash be- 
very extensive public works| tween Fourth street and the alley 
|throughout the state. A project so| between Third and Fourth streets. 
‘large and so fundamentally un-} In December of that year the build- 
sound, that very little of it was| ings known as Scott’s Row were 
ever carried through to comple-| destroyed by fire and following 
The Wabash & Erie Canal] this Phoenix Row was erected on 
was to run from Maumee Bay and} the west half of that block. This 
Lake Erie to the mouth of the Tip-| latter building was also a hundred 


pecanoe River on the Wabash, years old, being formally opened 
which was supposed to be the headjiin January 12, 1852, with a grand 


of navigation. 
the Ohio River to Lafayette was 
intended as well as a railroad from 
Madison to Indianapolis, but com- 
pletion of these projects was de- 
layed for many years through fi- 
rancial difficulties. 


A turnpike from|{ball. 


In the spring of 1852, Ludowici, 
& Hulman dissolved partnership. 
jin October of that year, Francis 
Hulman started for himself in. the’ 
Warren Block, the third door from 
the alley. In 1857 Francis Hullman 
moved to still larger quarters at 
the northeast corner of Fifth and 
|Main street. He and his family 
were returning from a vacation in 
Germany, in the fall, when they 
were lost in the burning of the 
steamer, Austria. Following the 
terms of the will, his half-brother, 
Herman, acquired the interest of 
lall the heirs and began the opera- 
‘tion of the establishment of which 
lhe was so proud and in which he 
| was so successful. 

In March, 1852, the first con- 
tinuous service on the railroad 
from Indianapolis to Terre “Haute 
was started and in 1853 the build- 
ing which now is the freight house, 
was erected. The south end of 
this building was two story and 
contained the offices of the rail- 
road company, but during the pres- 
ent year the upper floor has been 
‘removed. This is almost the only 
| change that has taken place there 
in the century of its existence. 


First Trains South. > 


With the arrival of the first! 
trains on the Evansville, Terre 
Haute and Crawfordsville road, 
their trains entered this station 
through the arches that, until re- 
cently, had part of the south end’ 
of the building. 

In 1853, Terre Haute & Alton 
used this station and passengers 
from the east, west and south 
changed cars at this union station, 
which continued for such purpose 
from May, 1861, when the old 
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boarding house, at Tenth and 
Chestnut, was first occupied for 
our second union station. 

Also in 1853, a half block south 
side of Wabash from Fourth street 
te the alley was built by Chauncey 
Warren and a year Jater the three- 
story building on Fourth street, 
south of the Warren building, was 
erected. It housed the post office 
on the first floor and the Union 
Newspaper occupied the upper 
floors. 

In 1956, Terre Haute Gas Light 
Company began to furnish the 
town with gas. 

In 1856, also, the dry goods firm 
of Ryce & Edsall was formed and 
they occupied a room at the cor- 
ner of Sixth and Wabash in the 
building erected by Ludowici, 
which became the National Hotel. 

In 1858, Ryce having died, a 
new partnership was formed as 
Edsall, McDougal & Company, 
Chauncey Warren being a silent 
partner. 

Business Growth. 


Edsall & McDougal, in 1860, es- 
tablished a branch store at Ft. 
Wayne in charge of L. B. Root, 
who, after his return to Terre 
Haute, took a partner and took 
over the old firm under the name 
of Hoberg & Root. The firm re- 
mained in the Opera House, on the 
northeast corner of Fourth and 
Main, until 1881, when they again 
moved further east, occupying the 
building at the northeast corner of 
the alley, west of Sixth street on 
the: north side of Wabash. In 1896 
they again moved to the present 
location of the Root Store, to which 
they have added a great deal of 
adjoining property on Ohio and 
‘Sixth street, better known as The 
Root Store. i 5 

Following the formation of Ed- 
sall & McDougal, of which Root 
was a silent partner, and the death 
of Mr. Edsall, his widow became 
the wife of Charles C. Oakey, a 
well known editor and publisher. 
and the editor of a two-volume 
history entitled, “Greater Terre 
Haute and Vigo County.” He was 
also, at one time, president of 
the Board of Trade, an early asso- 
ciation of business men, out of 
which grew the Commercial Club 
and the Chamber of Commerce. 


